Prevalence of hepatitis B virus markers among intravenous drug abusers in Stockholm: impact of heterosexual transmission.
In order to study the importance of sexual transmission of hepatitis B virus (HBV) among intravenous drug abusers (IVDAs), and from IVDAs to others, we consecutively interviewed 171 IVDAs detained at the Stockholm Remand Prison during 4 months in 1990. Sexual histories revealed that 77% reported > or = 3 sexual partners during the last 3 years, 64% had had a sexual partner who did not inject drugs, and 61% reported a prior STD. The prevalence of HBV markers was 75%. In a multiple logistic regression analysis, a high risk for HBV markers was associated with an increasing duration of drug abuse, a high prevalence of hepatitis A markers, and an increasing number of drug injecting sexual partners during the last 3 years, indicating that sexual transmission, along with sharing of needles, may contribute to the high prevalence of HBV markers within this group. It is suggested that an adequate sexual history must be obtained from IVDAs with acute viral hepatitis in order to identify sexual partners who should be offered postexposure prophylaxis, and that non-immune IVDAs should be vaccinated against viral hepatitis A and B.